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Low Sagebrush  (Ref BPS: 1079aa) 
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Mountain Big Sagebrush – upland w/tree  (Ref BPS:1126up) 
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Recode classes 

Need to develop rule-set to identify portion of landscape where tree encroachment is a very high probability (NRCS ES 
component/inclusion + buffer)



�����������	
����	��
��������	
��	����	������	
�����	���	�	
�����	
���� � � ��������	
����
�

�
Mountain Big Sagebrush – upland (Ref BPS:1126up) 
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Recode classes 

Need to develop rule-set to identify portion of landscape where tree encroachment is a very low probability (NRCS ES 
component criteria?)



�����������	
����	��
��������	
��	����	������	
�����	���	�	
�����	
���� � � ��������	
����
�

�
Wyoming Big Sagebrush – semi-desert  (Ref BPS: 1080sd) 
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Do we need a Shrub – Crested box - 10-30% cover WY big sage, <20% crested wheatgrass cover 
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Wyoming Big Sagebrush – upland  (Model: 1080up) 
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Wyoming Big Sagebrush – upland w/ tree  (Ref BPS: 1080up) 
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Western Juniper Woodland & Savannah  (Ref BPS: 1017 ) 
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Curlleaf Mountain Mahogany Savannah & Woodland  (Re f BPS: 1062) 
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Class Descriptions  

Ref A - E Reference State  vegetation successional development  
ShAG Shrub-Annual grass 
AG Annual grass – some restoration potential (5-15% cheatgrass cover) 
AG2 Annual grass monoculture – very limited restoration potential (>15% cheatgrass cover) 
CWG Crested Wheatgrass monoculture 
TrEnc Tree encroachment 
TrAG Tree w/ annual grass understory 
SENN Seeded non-native – crested wheatgrass, forage kochia, or mixed native seeding  used for 

rehabilitation/restoration   
ShAG Shrub w/ annual grass understory 
ShDpl Depleted shrub 
MMDpl Depleted Mtn Mahogany 
ShCWG Shrub (seeded or re-established) in Crested Wheatgrass seedings 

 

Natural and Management Disturbance Types for use in  VDDT Class Transitions  

“Natural” Transitions  
AG-Invasion Annual grass invasion (cheatgrass) 
AltSucc Alternate succession 
Exotic-Invasion Exotic plant invasion 
Insects/Disease Drought, moth kill, etc 
Replacement Stand replacement fire 
Mixed Mixed-severity fire 
Surface Fire Surface fire 
Wind/Weather/Stress Effects of various wind/weather/stress disturbances 
Tree-Invasion Tree expansion/encroachment 
Native Grazing Native grazing 
  
  
Management Transitions  
AG-Restoration Herbicide/mechanical treatments to convert AG 
CWG_Maint Maintenance of Crested Wheatgrass seeding (usu. private 

lands) 
CWG_Restore Convert crested to more native spp composition  
CWG-Seed Convert to crested seeding 
Canopy-Thin Thin canopy of late-successional shrublands (no seeding 

required) 
Excessive-Herbivory Grazing NOT under best mgmgt practices – results in class shift 
Exotic-Control Treatments to control exotic weeds 
Fire-Rehab Post-fire rehabilitation 
RxFire Prescribed fire 
SENN-Maintenance Maintenance of past non-native seedings (crested, kochia, etc) 

(wildlife, fuel breaks) 
ShAG-Restore Partial/complete restore of cheatgrass invaded shrublands to 

early successional state (native/non-native mix or native)  
Thin-Mech-Chem Restore tree-encroached (TrEnc) or tree w/ AG (TrAG)  

Available Vegetation Models (VDDT – LT_MLRA25_simpl ified) 
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